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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: December 13, 2001. 

Time is 1630 hours. This is Battalion Chief 

Ronald Kemly of the Fire Department of the City of 

New York. I'm conducting an interview with the 

following individual. Firefighter 6th grade, 

Terence Rivera, assigned to Engine Company 10 of 

the Fire Department of the City of New York. The 

interview is taking place at the quarters of 

Engine Company 4, temporary housing of Engine 10 

regarding the events of September 11, 2001. 

Q. Firefighter Rivera, please tell me what 
happened on September 11 that you were involved in. 

A. I was standing outside the quarters about to 
go home when the first plane hit. I heard a loud noise 
and then all of a sudden an explosion, looked up. I 
couldn't even tell really which tower was hit. There 
was debris flying. There was a lot of smoke and fire. 
I ran back inside, let everybody know we knew there was 
an explosion, grabbed my gear. I went as the extra man 
on the truck, on Ladder 10, right on the back step, 
because they already had their morning crew. Everybody 
was full. 

We pulled out of quarters, we made a left and 


went towards West Street. We stopped on Liberty Street 
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at first to see if we could see which tower exactly was 
hit. That's when we determined it was the northern 
most tower. We went around the corner on West Street 
and the Ladder pulled right up in front of tower -- the 
north tower. The engine took the hydrant on the middle 
of West Street. 

As I got off the back -- the back step, there 
were a few individuals that were civilians that were 
outside that were burnt. There was a -- he wasn't a 
regular security guard. He had a weapon on him. I 
don't know if he was FBI or Secret Service and he was 
trying to put the pants out on one individual that was 
conscious. His pants were still smoldering. I took 
the can, fire extinguisher off the truck and then 
sprayed down the pants on the person that was still 
conscious. 

At that time, I had asked him where did this 
individual come from. He told me when the plane had 
hit, a fire ball had shot down the elevator shaft and 
had blown people out of the lobby. 

I proceeded to render care. I went to get 
oxygen and a stretcher for the person that was on the 
street while the rest of the companies went inside the 


building into the lobby. As I got the oxygen and the 
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stretcher, I was just by myself and Engine 55 pulled 
up, which then I flagged the chauffeur from 55 engine 
to give me a hand to put the victim on a stretcher. 

We did that. Then we stopped the first 
ambulance that was shooting down West Street coming 
from -- they were coming up towards South Street ferry 
side going up north. Then I went -- proceeded back in 
the building, I grabbed some tools. I went back 
inside, couldn't find a mask or a radio since I was the 
extra man and I went back inside. I was heading 
towards the east staircase, which is where I figured 
Ladder 10 would be and I saw the chauffeur from Ladder 
10 was telling me to go back outside and don't come 
back in unless you have a mask. 

So I went back outside. I spoke with the 
Engine 55 chauffeur to ask him do you have an extra 
mask. He said no, but he needed help hooking up to the 
stand pipe. So it was me, him and another individual 
that I don't know who it was. It was three of us, 
because there was a lot of debris falling down and by 
that time already there was people jumping. So we had 
one person looking up and two helping hook up to the 
stand pipe. Trying to do that. 


Sometime while we were doing that, that same 
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individual that was -- when we first got there, that 
was trying to put the pants out, he came over and he is 
saying to us that it's a terrorist attack. You guys 
are too close. It's a terrorist attack. So once we 
got hooked up, I kept that in the back of my mind. Get 
on trying to get water going. 

I'm pulling the supply line, trying to figure 
out where we are going to hook up to, and 55 Engine 
showed up. You couldn't really tell where there was a 
hydrant. I forgot, 10 Engine had hooked up to a 
hydrant, so the chauffeur of 10 Engine saw me pulling 
supply line that we relayed from 10. 

At some point close to that, they were saying 
they had too much pressure, so I don't know if they 
were getting water or they were doing some type of -- 
55 Engine chauffeur told Engine 10 that he was getting 
too much pressure. Then I went -- that same 
individual, the security or -- he told me to go over to 
the command post and let them know it's a terrorist 
attack. There are more planes in the air. 

So I went across the street where they were 
starting to set up. I told them. They said we know. 
Just stage down by the Financial Center, that driveway 


down there, that's where everyone was staging. So I 
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went to go back to go find 10 Engine chauffeur to tell 
him let's go down here. This is where they are 
staging, and he didn't want to leave the rig. He said, 
I got to stay by the rig. Just get me some water. So 
I got him some water and sometime when I was getting 
the -- put in the back or getting out, that's when the 
second plane hit. I went inside the rig to escape the 
debris falling down on us for a few moments. 

I came back outside the rig and I was looking 
for 10 chauffeur. I couldn't find him. I figured it's 
going to be an extended operation so I didn't want to 
go back down where they were telling to us stage. I 
said you know, just ferry, until I find a mask I'm 
going to bring spare cylinders inside and try to bring 
spare cylinders up and down the staircase. So I could 
do something else. 

I grabbed two cylinders, went back inside the 
building and was trying to find anybody from 10 or 
anybody that I could hook up with, anyone who might 
have an extra mask. As I went back inside, that's when 
they were telling us evacuate, the fire command was 
saying get out of here, so on and so forth. 

As I was coming outside, I see a lot of 


people running towards the Marriott Hotel, I see people 
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running -- everyone was just running. And I hear shh. 
It sounded like someone was turning on a hydrant and I 
look up and the first tower was coming down. I 
proceeded to run up north and I run towards the 
overpass that connects World Financial Center where 
they have -- where the high rise rig is at and also 

-- I think it was Rescue 1 or Rescue 5's vehicles 
underneath it. 

As I run towards it, I know that I'm not 
going to escape the -- escape it, so I dive under -- I 
don't Know even know which rig it was. I dive under a 
rig. At the same time it felt like an explosion. I 
got bounced around underneath the rig. I just kept on 
crawling, trying to get to the other side. I was 
thinking that the rig was going to collapse. I got 
caught up or temporarily pinned. I just kept crawling 
until I felt like when I was near the end or nearby the 
bumper, so I could roll out, in case the rig was going 
to collapse. 

I waited a few moments until I felt like all 
the heavy debris was over, all of the stuff, debris was 
landed or until everything went quiet. All I could 
hear was pass alarms and I started pushing debris out 


from under the rig. I couldn't breathe because I had 
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no mask and I had no radio. I just grabbed my T-shirt, 
put it over my face and I started crawling in the 
direction that I last remember going up north, trying 
to get out of the debris. I'm crawling over. I feel 
the grass. I have an idea where I'm at. I am going up 
the incline and I crawl towards the World Financial 
Center. I break the glass. Eventually I hit -- the 
glass is still intact, so I break the glass to go 
inside the Financial Center. 

Then EMS, which is staged on Vesey, they see 
me when I come in and I'm pretty much out of it, out of 
breath and almost passed out. I just collapsed when I 
get inside. They come inside and drag me out. Another 
Firefighter came in right behind me. 

I was in the back of the ambulance for about 
maybe 5 or 10 minutes, trying to get air. I didn't 
want to go to the hospital because I knew I wasn't 
severely injured. I had numbness in my right arm, but 
I knew I was okay and I was going to hook up with two 
other firefighters. We were going to basically look 
for people. 

They come running around the corner about 5 
minutes after that. The other one is coming down. So 


I jump back out the ambulance in my T-shirt and 
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underwear, run up towards the water. It's getting 
better, that debris field and that's when I met members 
-- I saw two members from Engine 10 that were by the 
railing about to jump in the water. We all were trying 
to get accountability of who was where and what was 
going on. 

We started walking towards -- I went back to 
get my bunker gear. We started walking towards the 
water, towards the launches where one of our members 
from Ladder 10 was having chest pain and bring him over 
-- make sure he goes on the ferry. They were ferrying 
people to Jersey. Not too long after that they were 
telling us to run again. There is a gas that they 
can't control, so we run past Stuyvesant High School 
and then eventually when they set up the next command 
post, which was in that area. That was it. 

Q. Okay, I have some questions. When you first 


responded, do you know who the truck officer was? 


A. Lieutenant Harrell, he was the company 
officer. 
Q. He is okay? 


A. No. Dead, both officers. 
Q. Yes, I know, Lieutenant Atlas. You said 


Engine 55 was parked and you relayed from 10. 10 
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parked in front of the north tower? Did 55 stop before 
or after? 

A. 55 was pretty close on the overpass between 
the Financial Center, like right by the curb. 

Q. They were past 10? 

A. Right, they were past 10. They were north of 
10. 

Q. The staging area across the street, was that 
across the street or is that in the garage of the 
tower? 

A. It was across the street when the World 
Financial Center started. It's where the Winter Garden 
is. The glass is right down there. There was a -- 

Q. Who was at the command center? 

A. I saw Chief Ganci one time when I went over 
there. They had a lot of companies coming from 
Brooklyn. 

Q. Other companies. Of the other Chiefs you 
don't recognize? 

A. No, I don't remember any of them. 

Q. So the World Financial Center overpass was 
the north overpass from the north tower to just north 
of the Winter Garden. 


A. Between both, right. 
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Q. When you met the guys from Engine 10 that 


were going to jump in the water, who were they? 


A. There was Mark Dulski and John Schroeder. 
Q. And the guy from 10 with chest pains? 

A. Serge Pilipczuk. 

Q. -- Pilipczuk? 

A. Yes. He went to Jersey, from Ladder 10. 


BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: If there is nothing 
else you would like to add, this concludes the 


interview, thank you. 


